Office of Inspector General

CITY OF NEW ORLEANS

ED QUATREVAUX ﬁ@

INSPECTOR GENERAL

BY CERTIFIED MAIL AND ELECTRONIC MAIL
June 7, 2013

Mr. John White, State Superintendent of Education
Louisiana State Department of Education

1201 N. 3rd St./4th Floor

P.O. Box 94064

Baton Rouge, LA 70802

RE: Notice of Termination for cause

Dear Mr. White,

Pursuant to Paragraph 4 of Cooperative Endeavor Agreement # CFMS 712634, please accept
this letter as notice of termination for cause of our Cooperative Endeavor Agreement and the
ancillary funding agreement with GOHSEP, unless the Department of Education through its
Recovery School District is able to fully remedy its consistent breaches of the requirements of

the Agreements.

The Department of Education through its Recovery School District has failed to fulfill its
obligations under Para. 1, Sections a. and d. of the Cooperative Endeavor Agreement. More

specifically, the RSD has:

e Routinely failed to provide access to its records, in contravention of Para. 1, Sec. d.(5)

“Responsibilities of the State through its Recovery School District”;

e Twice directed the OIG to stop working, in violation of the Agreements, which have no

provision for a “stop work order”;

e Failed to fund the forensic engineering reviews as required by the Agreement in Para. 1,

Sec. a.(2) “Deliverables”;

e Permitted its own contractor to provide testing, in direct opposition to
recommendations by the OIG and the Legislative Auditor (see attached letter of January

30, 2013);

e Impeded implementation of the Code of Ethics and the Vendor Screening programs

which were developed by the OIG;
e Routinely attempted to restrict the scope of the agreements;

e Routinely failed to make its employees available for independent interviews in

contravention of Para. 1, Sec. d.(5);

e Arbitrarily withheld payments due under the Agreements, making its first payment in

August 2012 and not making another one until May 2013;
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e Routinely made it impossible for the OIG to perform its work with the independence
that professional standards require.

Under the difficult circumstances created by the RSD, the OIG is unable to fulfill its professional
responsibilities to provide independent oversight, and | can no longer allow this office to be
associated with this project unless there is a full and complete cure no later than June 21.

Please contact me at 504-681-3212 if you would like to discuss this matter.
E.R. Quatrevaux
Inspector General

cc: Mark DeBosier, Governor’s Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness
Patrick Dobard, Recovery School District Superintendent
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